
OLIVIA D’AMBROSIO | playmaker 
LEADERSHIP.                PRODUCING.                 DIRECTING.                 ACTING.                 TEACHING.

EXPERIENCE 
Producing Artistic Director, Bridge Repertory Theater | 2013 - Present 
Components of this role include, but are not at all limited to having: 
• produced a wide range of genres, including classic, brand new, and contemporary works; 

musicals and plays with music; and devised, non-traditional theatrical events. 

• continuously cultivated and worked with a strong, dynamic, disciplined Board of Directors.  
• worked as head of a resident company in tandem with a host venue and its management. 

• gained confidence and demonstrated success with fundraising and event planning. 

• innovated ticket pricing and subscription models to attract younger audiences. 

• earned, as a company, over 30 combined nominations and awards from the IRNE and Elliot 
Norton committees, including the 2016 Elliot Norton Award for Outstanding New Script.  

• developed relationships with: 1) media outlets including but not limited to the Boston Globe, 
WGBH/WBUR, HowlRound, Joyce Kulhawik, Boston Magazine, digBoston, and Cambridge Day; 
2) vital community institutions, including but not limited to Cambridge City Government; 
Cambridge Innovation Center; East Cambridge Business Association; and Cambridge Public 
Schools; and 3) vital arts institutions, including but not limited to ArtsBoston, StageSource, 
Actors’ Equity, Theatre Community Development Fund, and Opus Affair.  

Select Credits | 2006 - Present 
Dark Room - World Premiere by George Brant - Producer + Director - Bridge Rep 
Los Meadows - New Play by Laura Neubauer - Director - Boston Public Works 
Mrs. Packard - Play by Emily Mann - Producer + Actor - Bridge Rep 
Intimate Exchanges - Play by Alan Ayckbourn - Director - Nora Theatre CST 
Tennessee Williams: 1982 - One-Acts by T. Williams - Producer - Walkerspace Off Broadway 
Arcadia - Play by Tom Stoppard - Director of Voice + Speech, Actor - Nora Theatre CST 
Salomé - Play by Oscar Wilde - Director - MIT Shakespeare Ensemble 
Julius Caesar - Play by William Shakespeare - Producer + Director - Bridge Rep 
Tongue of a Bird - Play by Ellen McLaughlin - Actor - New Rep 
The Crucible - Play by Arthur Miller - Actor - Trinity Rep 
Pride + Prejudice - Adapted from the Novel by Jane Austen - Actor - Asolo Rep 
Summer + Smoke - Play by Tennessee Williams - Actor - Hartford Stage + Paper Mill Playhouse 

Lecturer in Theater Arts, Massachusetts Institute of Technology | 2013 - Present 
Instructor in the Theater Division, Boston Conservatory at Berklee | 2016 - Present 
Yoga for the Actor, Brown University / Trinity Rep MFA Program | 2011 - 2015 

EDUCATION 
Brown University/Trinity Rep; Providence, RI | MFA, Acting 
Amherst College; Amherst, MA | BA, Theatre + Dance | summa cum laude 

AWARDS, NOMINATIONS + AFFILIATIONS 
IRNE Award, Best Actress Midsize (Mrs. Packard, Bridge Rep) | 2018 
IRNE Nomination, Best Director Midsize (Intimate Exchanges, Nora Theatre at CST) | 2018 
Levitan Teaching Award, MIT School of Humanities, Arts + Social Sciences | 2018  
Appointed Member, Cambridge Arts Advisory Board + Mayor’s Artist Task Force | Present 
Board Member, Theatre Community Benevolent Fund | 2016-2018  
Union Member, Actors’ Equity Association | 2011-Present  

REFERENCES 
Emily Mann | Playwright in Residence + Artistic Director, McCarter Theatre 
George Brant | Playwright    

Brian McEleney | Company Member, Trinity Rep; Head of Acting, Brown/Trinity Rep 

“It was Olivia’s 
articulation of vision  
as an arts leader and 
thinker that first 
demanded my 
attention.  She 
passed on New York 
and L.A. to instead 
show up in Boston 
with the intention of 
establishing a 
professional theater 
– and has 
tenaciously 
succeeded.” 

JAY SCHEIB 
Director + Emeritus 
Chair of the 
Department of 
Theater Arts at MIT

“Olivia has become 
a vital artistic leader 
in our theatre 
community.  Her 
dedication to new 
scripts and her work 
as an actor, director 
and producer are a 
testament to her 
commitment, skill, 
vision, and spirit.  
This woman gets 
things done and 
makes things 
happen!” 

KAREN 
MACDONALD 
Actor + Unofficial 
Matriarch of Boston 
Theatre


